University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

12-19-1991

Brazil: Labor Unions & Business Leaders Join
Forces To Oppose Government Economic Policies
Barbara Khol

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Khol, Barbara. "Brazil: Labor Unions & Business Leaders Join Forces To Oppose Government Economic Policies." (1991).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/7994

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 063486
ISSN: 1060-4189

Brazil: Labor Unions &amp; Business Leaders Join Forces To
Oppose Government Economic Policies
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Thursday, December 19, 1991
On Dec. 15 in Sao Bernardo do Campo located in the Sao Paulo industrial belt , the United Workers
Central (Central Unica de Trabalhadores-CUT) organized a rally to protest the government's
recessionary economic policies. The event was attended by unionists and members of the Workers
Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores-PT). Participants heard speeches and calls to mobilize "all social
sectors" not only from PT leader Luis Inacio (Lula) da Silva, but also Sao Paulo state governor
Antonio Fleury and Mario Amato, president of the Sao Paulo Industries Federation (FIESP). In
the 1970s and 1980s, Sao Bernardo do Campo was the site of pitched battles between workers and
management. The PT, and its trade union branch, the CUT, effectively originated in the Sao Paulo
industrial belt. In a statement issued at the conclusion of the event, President Fernando Collor de
Mello was called on to end the recession, and participants agreed to mobilize all of Brazilian society
to force the president to change his economic policy track. Governor Fleury accused Collor de Mello
of aggravating the nation's social problems, and class antagonisms. He said the state government
will provide free public transport to all persons participating in events related to the political
mobilization campaign. In 1989, Amato predicted that 800,000 businesspersons would leave Brazil
if Lula won the presidential election. During a speech to Lula followers and trade union members,
he asserted that the event and discussion between business owners and unions already constitute
a "form of social pact." Next, Amato said he was not sympathetic to the Collor administration's
policies aimed at reducing the fiscal deficit because the government mismanages and wastes the
revenue it receives. Sao Paulo Archbishop Paulo Evaristo Arns, a leader of the Catholic Church
hierarchy's progressive wing in Brazil, also delivered a speech at the CUT-sponsored rally. He
focused on continual corruption scandals since Collor de Mello whose campaign platform included
"implacable fight against corruption came to office. (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE,
12/15/91)
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